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The General Assembly approved 
and the governor signed into law 
the following bills in 2011.

Abortion 
FAcility regulAtion:  
This new law holds abortion clinics 
to some of the same safety and 
licensing standards as surgical 
health care facilities in Pennsylvania.  
This law was proposed after the 
head of the Women’s Medical 
Society in West Philadelphia, which 
performed abortion procedures, 
was charged with eight counts of 
murder including seven newborns 
and one woman.

unemployment 
compensAtion reForm:
Pennsylvania has had to borrow 
billions of dollars from the federal 
g ove r n m e nt  to  s u s t a i n  o u r 
Unemployment Compensation 
Fund.  This new law brought much-
needed reforms to the system, 
including:  requiring recipients to 
engage in an active job search; 
creating a provision to ensure a 
recipient’s benefits are reduced if he 
or she receives a severance package 
from his or her previous employer; 
and the creation of a “shared work” 
system to encourage employers to 
reduce employee hours instead of 
laying them off.

cAstle Doctrine:  
This new law reinforces a person’s 
right to defend himself or herself 
in the face of an intruder.  Known 
as the Castle Doctrine, it recognizes 
that law-abiding citizens under 
attack should not have to retreat 
before taking action to protect 
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themselves. It reaffirms our right to 
protect ourselves, not only in our 
homes but in our vehicles or any 
other place we have a legal right 
to be.  The law also offers specific 
protection against civil liability for 
the lawful use of force in self-defense.  

lAwsuit Abuse reForm:  
Before this law was enacted, the 
legal system rewarded trial lawyers 
who brought defendants with “deep 
pockets” into cases in which they had 
only minor responsibility.  This led to 
family doctors, small employers and 
others being pulled into lawsuits for 
which they were only a minor actor.  
The end result was higher health care 
costs and fewer jobs for Pennsylvania 
workers.  This reform helps to remove 
this illogical incentive from our legal 
system.

pennwAtcH:  
This new law will help make it easier 
to find out information about state 
spending and revenue by establishing 
an online, searchable database of all 
state government expenditures, 
known as the Pennsylvania Web 
Accountability, Transparency and 
Contract Hub or PennWATCH.

welFAre reForm:  
This important measure requires 
welfare appl icants  who were 
previously convicted of a drug felony 
to comply with drug testing in order 
to receive benefits.  It also requires 
the Department of Public Welfare to 
cross-reference welfare applicants 
with multiple databases to ensure 
those applying for benefits are 
eligible to receive them.  Together 
with other reforms included in the 

law, these changes are intended to 
eliminate significant waste, fraud 
and abuse in the welfare system.

property tAx reFerenDum:  
To learn about my efforts to replace 
Pennsylvania’s school property 
tax system, turn to page three.  
Previous property tax “reform” laws 
sought to enhance homeowners’ 
power by requiring school boards 
to put property taxes before voters 
for approval through a referendum.  
Unfortunately, the law was filled 
with exemptions, rendering it highly 
ineffective.  This new law removes 
nearly all of the exemptions.  We 
still need to replace school property 
taxes to truly fix the underlying 
problem.

texting wHile Driving bAn:  
Under this new law, drivers of all 
ages are prohibited from using 
interactive wireless communication 
devices for the purposes of reading, 
writing or sending a text message or 
email while driving a motor vehicle.  
Because texting while driving would 
be considered a primary offense, a 
police officer can pull a driver over 
if the officer sees a driver texting. 
Once enacted in early March, 
the texting ban will supersede 
and pre-empt any and all local 
ordinances related to the use of an 
interactive wireless communication 
device.  An individual who reads, 
selects or enters a phone number 
or name in an interactive wireless 
communications device for the 
purpose of making a phone call will 
not be in violation of the texting 
ban.



	

Redistricting Maps Finalized

 The Legislative Reapportionment Commission, which is charged with redrawing 
Pennsylvania’s legislative district boundaries following the results of the 2010 census, 
approved final maps for new state House and Senate districts on December 12. 
 The final plan includes a number of changes based on public comment collected 
after the preliminary plan was unveiled in late October. The commission’s approval 
marked the start of a 30-day window for the filing of court challenges. We anticipate 
those challenges to be resolved, and the final plan to take effect, sometime in mid to 
late January. However, the timeline is subject to change based on the nature of those 
challenges.
 As you can see from the map below, the plan would make significant changes to 
the 129th Legislative District.  While the district would lose municipalities in Berks 
County, it would gain municipalities in Lancaster County.
 The 129th Legislative District would lose the townships of Bern, Bethel, 
Tulpehocken, Upper Tulpehocken, Upper Bern, Jefferson, Marion and Penn.  It also 
would lose the boroughs of Strausstown, Bernville and Womelsdorf.
 Additionally, East Cocalico Township and Adamstown Borough in Lancaster 
County would be added to the district, along with the remainder of Spring Township 
which was previously in the 128th District.
 As a member of the General Assembly, I do not vote on the redistricting plan.  The 
plan is developed by a five-member commission that includes one representative 
from each of the four legislative caucuses (House Republican, House Democrat, 
Senate Republican and Senate Democrat).  The fifth member of the commission was 
appointed by the courts.
 For more information on the redistricting process, visit http://www.redistricting.
state.pa.us. 

CuRRent 129th 
DistRiCt

The current 129th 
Legislative District 

includes part of Berks 
County consisting of 

the townships of Bern, 
Bethel, Heidelberg, 

Jefferson, Lower 
Heidelberg, Marion, 

North Heidelberg, Penn, 
South Heidelberg, 

Spring, Tulpehocken, 
Upper Bern and Upper 
Tulpehocken, and the 
boroughs of Bernville, 

Robesonia, Sinking 
Spring, Strausstown, 

Wernersville and 
Womelsdorf.

new 129th 
DistRiCt

The new 129th 
Legislative District will 
include part of Berks 

County consisting 
of the townships of  
Heidelberg, Lower 
Heidelberg, North 
Heidelberg, South 

Heidelberg and Spring, 
and the boroughs of  

Adamstown, Robesonia, 
Sinking Spring and  

Wernersville.  In 
addition, it would 

include East Cocalico 
Township and 

Adamstown Borough in 
Lancaster County.
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Legislation to eliminate school Property taxes unveiled
 After months of working with policy experts, 
taxpayer groups and other lawmakers to craft a plan, 
the Property Tax Independence Act has been unveiled.  
The Property Tax Independence Act – House Bill 1776 – 
would eliminate once and for all Pennsylvania’s arcane, 
unfair and burdensome school property tax system.
 Under this plan, homeowners would no longer 
have to fear the loss of their home to a sheriff’s sale 
due to the inability to pay property taxes.  Senior 
citizens and war widows would not be thrown out of 
their homes and families would no longer live under 
the threat of government confiscation if they fail to pay 
their property tax bill.
 In order to replace the revenue currently generated 
by the property tax and other local school “nuisance” 
taxes, the state sales tax rate would be modestly raised 
from 6 percent to 7 percent.  In addition, the sales tax 
base would be expanded to include some items that 
are currently exempt.
 The sales tax is the fairest way to pay for our schools.  
It also would ensure the burden of paying for our 
schools is spread among a wider population, including 
people from other states.  Every dollar collected from 
an out-of-state resident through the sales tax is another 
dollar for our schools that does not have to be taken 
through taxes from a Pennsylvania resident.
 The money generated for school property tax 
elimination would be placed in a special account that 
would be separate from the state General Fund budget.  
This way, lawmakers in Harrisburg could not raid the 
fund to pay for spending projects in the same way 
federal lawmakers in Washington, D.C., have raided the 
Social Security Trust Fund.
 The Property Tax Independence Act does not 
replace or change the school funding formula in any 
way.  That means that schools will receive the same 
funding after property taxes are eliminated as they 
received while property taxes were in place.

 Tying school funding to the sales tax also would 
ensure that school districts are subject to the same 
economic phenomena that affect employers and 
families.  When times are good and businesses and 
families make many sales tax-eligible purchases, 
school revenues would increase.  
 By replacing school property taxes, we can 
accomplish the dual goals of providing a quality 
education for every child while also ensuring the 
fundamental right of Pennsylvania citizens to own 
their homes.
 The School Property Tax Independence Act 
has been fully vetted.  The House Appropriations 
Committee and independent taxpayer groups helped 
to provide the data and analysis to make sure the 
proposal works.
 At the beginning of the current two-year legislative 
session that began in January 2011, the House 
Majority Policy Committee established a task force to 
work on property taxes.  I was selected to serve as one 
of two co-chairs of the task force.  The task force has 
held meetings across the Commonwealth, including 
one right here in Berks County, to hear from property 
taxpayers.  The overwhelming message has been that 
reforming the property tax system is unacceptable.  
The only way to truly fix the school property tax 
system is to replace it.
 While the Property Tax Independence Act has 
been unveiled, the work is far from over.  This effort 
has traditionally been a grassroots movement and 
must continue to be one.  That means we will need the 
strong voice of grassroots supporters and independent 
taxpayer organizations to help “convince” lawmakers 
that may waffle on whether or not to support the 
Property Tax Independence Act.
 If you would like to learn more about the Property 
Tax Independence Act, please visit my website at 
www.RepJimCox.com.
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Bills Approved by house and Awaiting Consideration by senate
 The House has been very active during the current legislative 
session.  Unfortunately, some of the bills have languished in the 
Senate.  Sometimes this is because similar legislation has already 
been approved by the Senate and is already in the House.  At 
other times, legislation may stall due to a lack of support for 
it among legislative leaders in the Senate.  Below are some 
of the many bills that have been approved by the House and 
are awaiting consideration in the Senate (as of the date this 
newsletter was drafted):
House bill 247 – proHibiting telemArketing by text 
messAging:  Under this bill, residents who sign up for the state’s 
do-not-call list would also be protected against unsolicited text 
messages from companies attempting to sell them a product or 
service.
House bill 382 – permAnent Do-not-cAll list 
registrAtion:  I introduced this bill so that people who sign 
up for the state’s do-not-call list would not have to keep re-
registering in order to avoid annoying telemarketer calls.  Under 
my bill, as long as someone keeps the same phone number, it 
would stay on the do-not-call list.
House bill 439 – prevent employing illegAl Aliens:  
This bill would strip an employer of his or her professional license 
if he or she knowingly hires an illegal alien.
House bill 469 – protecting tHe title “nurse” in tHe 
prActicAl nurse lAw:  I introduced this bill to amend the 
Commonwealth’s Practical Nurse Law to ensure that only 
individuals license as registered nurses or practical nurses could 
use the official title of “nurse.”  I introduced this bill in an effort to 
prevent those people who do not have the proper training from 
passing themselves off as nurses and jeopardizing the health 
and safety of patients.
House bill 470 – protecting tHe title “nurse” in tHe 
proFessionAl nursing lAw:  I introduced this bill, which 
is similar to my House Bill 469.  Like that legislation, this would 
prevent people who are neither a registered nurse nor practical 
nurse from using the official title “nurse.”
House bill 651 – AmericAn-mADe FlAgs:  This bill would 
require government agencies to purchase flags made in the 
United States of America and prohibit them from purchasing 
flags made in other countries.
house BiLL 934 – VoteR iDentiFiCAtion:  This legislation 
would require voters to provide proof of identification at 
every election in order to vote.  The measure is designed to 

prevent voter fraud and ensure the validity and legitimacy of 
Pennsylvania elections.
House bill 1192 – gooD sAmAritAn lAwsuit immunity:  
Did you know that if you are not officially certified and you 
provide first aid to someone in a life-threatening situation, you 
could find yourself embroiled in a lawsuit?  For example, if you 
engage in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and break a 
victim’s ribs while saving his or her life or hurt someone while 
performing the Heimlich maneuver, you could be sued.  Under 
this proposed legislation, those who act as “good Samaritans” 
and attempt to offer basic care to those in distress would be 
immune from civil lawsuits stemming from their actions.
House bill 1251 – punisHing welFAre FrAuD:  This bill 
would increase penalties for people who commit welfare fraud.
House bill 1261 – prevent welFAre beneFit sHopping:  
Because the cost of living is different in varying parts of the 
Commonwealth, the welfare benefits a person receives are based 
in part on the area in which he or she resides.  Some welfare 
applicants have figured this out and, as a result, have filed their 
applications in counties where the benefits are more generous.  
Under this bill, applicants would only be entitled to the benefits 
available in the county of their permanent residence.
house BiLL 1312 – JoB tRAnsition LoAns:  This bill would 
create a job transition loan program to help welfare recipients 
move from welfare to work.  Currently, welfare recipients can 
receive money to purchase tools and other resources necessary 
to obtain a job.  This program has been abused by welfare 
recipients.  In an effort to prevent further abuse, this bill would 
change the program to a loan, providing welfare recipients with 
an incentive to not waste the money.
House bill 1317 – welFAre prescription reForm:  
This bill would institute an electronic prior-approval process 
for preferred and non-preferred drugs through the Medical 
Assistance program, which is the program many welfare 
recipients use to receive prescription medications.
House bill 1349 – regulAtory review:  This bill would 
require state agencies to consider the economic and financial 
impact of new regulations on small businesses before they are 
implemented.  Too often, government enacts burdensome rules 
and regulations without considering how they may impact our 
job creators.  The end result is fewer jobs.  This bill encourages 
state agencies to look for ways to meet the goals of regulations 
in ways that do not negatively affect our economy.


