
Summer 2011

The General Assembly gathered 
in January for members to take the 
oath of office and begin a new two-
year session.  Since that time, I have 
made some strides in my efforts to 
eliminate Pennsylvania’s unfair and 
archaic property tax system.

This session, I am taking a 
different approach to this issue.  In 
the past, one or a few lawmakers 
would develop a plan and then try 
to convince 101 of their colleagues 
in the House, 26 of their colleagues 
in the Senate, and the governor to 
support the proposal.  Unfortunately, 
this process has failed to deliver 
results.

That is why I am trying a new 
strategy.  This session, I have 
established a School Property Tax 
Relief Caucus, where Republican 
and Democrat House members can 
come together in an effort to solve this 
problem.  We now have more than 85 
members in the caucus.  

Property Tax Efforts 
Move Forward

The goal is to come up with 
legislation that members of the 
caucus can support so that we have 
a united front when the bill comes 
before a House Committee or on the 
House floor.

While the approach has changed, 
the goal remains the same.  I firmly 
believe that people cannot truly call 
themselves “homeowners” until we 
rid our Commonwealth of the school 
property tax system.  We must 
eliminate the current system that 
requires homeowners to pay “rent” 
to government in order to stay in their 
homes.

In the past, the strategy was to 
attempt to swallow the entire apple at 
one time.  This session, the strategy 
may be to take one bite at the apple 
and then another.  However we get 
there – whether it’s one step at a time 
or with one giant leap – my ultimate 
goal is to eliminate Pennsylvania’s 
unfair school property tax system.

“Insanity is continuing to do the same thing over 
and over again and expecting different results.” 

Albert Einstein

	 	Dear neighbor,

 This newsletter is my 
update to you, the people I 
am elected to represent in our 
state Capitol in Harrisburg.
 Inside, you’ll find information 
about my efforts regarding 
property taxes, lawsuit abuse, 
welfare, immigration and other 
important issues.
 There is a lot going on 
in Harrisburg and our local 
communities.  For timely 
updates,  I encourage you 
to visit my website, follow me 
on Facebook or contact our 
district office.  All of our contact 
information is on the back of 
this newsletter.

  Sincerely,

  Jim

As the founder of the House Property Tax Relief Caucus and co-chair of the House 
Majority Policy Committee's Property Tax Policy Development Team, I recently 
addressed a group of my colleagues as I continue my efforts on this important issue.

I was honored in January to take the oath 
of office to serve a new two-year term 
in the House.  My top priority is to make 
progress toward the complete elimination 
of school property taxes.
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Enforcing the Entire 14th Amendment
Most Pennsylvanians are somewhat familiar with the text of the 14th Amendment to the United 

States Constitution, which says, “All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside.”

For years, this text has been misinterpreted to suggest that if a baby is born inside the borders 
of the United States, he or she is automatically granted citizenship.  Most people read the 
amendment by simply skipping over the second clause, remembering only “All persons born or 
naturalized in the United States... are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they 
reside.”

In fact, the complete disregard for the second clause – “and subject to the jurisdiction thereof” 
– has led to a misapplication of this amendment.  This clause suggests that newborns who are 
the babies of people subject to the jurisdiction of other countries are NOT to be granted U.S. 
citizenship.

With this concept in mind, I have introduced a measure (House Bill 474) that would authorize 
the Commonwealth to join the “Interstate Compact on Birth Certificates Issued to Aliens Not 
Subject to United States Jurisdiction.”

This would ensure that Pennsylvania grants citizenship only to a baby with at least one parent 
who owes no allegiance to any foreign sovereignty or a baby without citizenship or nationality in 
any foreign country.

My bill has been introduced as part of the comprehensive illegal immigration reform package
mentioned on the next page.  It was referred to the House State Government Committee on 
March 1.

Feedback about 
the Farm Show

After attending the annual 
Pennsylvania Farm Show in 
Harrisburg in January, I asked 
constituents to share their 
thoughts and opinions about 
this Commonwealth tradition.  
Here’s what local people had to 
say:

“This is one of the best almost 
free things for families to visit.”

~Alice Breidigan
“The Farm Show creates 

an opportunity for farmers to 
showcase their hard work and 
the products they produce to the 
consuming public.”

~Lolly Lesher
“The Farm Show is an exciting 

place to see all the livestock and 
have the opportunity to talk with 
other farmers and neighbors.”

~Paul Zimmerman and family
“The greatest benefit is for 

suburban and city folks to get 
to see Pennsylvania’s greatest 
industry.”

~Greg Stricker

As a first step in amending Pennsylvania’s civil liability laws to make the 
state more business-friendly and create jobs, the House voted to approve 
House Bill 1, known as the Fair Share Act.

House Bill 1 would limit a defendant’s responsibility for damages in a 
lawsuit equal to the proportion of fault or blame charged by the court.

Current law could require a defendant found to be only 5 percent 
responsible to pay 100 percent of damages if another defendant who is 
more liable is not able to pay.

Local businesses, job creators and Governor Tom Corbett have all 
expressed support for this legislation.  The bill now heads to the Senate 
for consideration.

How Lawsuit Abuse Happens
Current civil lawsuit rules actually encourage plaintiffs to seek out 

defendants with deep pockets.  This is because if one defendant in a multi-
defendant case is unable to pay, the plaintiff may receive full payment 
from a co-defendant.  For example, if a small businessman is found to 
be liable for 10 percent of damages in a case, but his co-defendants are 
unable to pay their share, the small businessman may be forced to pay 
the entire settlement.

How Lawsuit Abuse Hurts Pennsylvania’s Economy
Pennsylvania’s climate of lawsuit abuse scares away potential 

employers and provides an incentive for current employers to move to 
other states.  Essentially, any successful employer in Pennsylvania could 
be the target of a frivolous lawsuit.

Every dollar a company pays out in a frivolous lawsuit reduces the 
number of workers it can hire.  For this reason, lawsuit abuse is a job killer.

Lawsuit Abuse Reform = Jobs
By changing the legal climate in Pennsylvania, the Commonwealth 

can attract and retain more employers, which means more jobs for local 
workers.

House Adopts Pro-Jobs 
Lawsuit Abuse Reform Measure
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Examples of 
Welfare Fraud

• In Philadelphia, a father of five was paid 
 $7,367 to babysit his own children, a feat 
 he accomplished by using a fake name 
 and Social Security number.
• One Allegheny County resident was 
 issued 99  different Access cards, the 
 electronic benefit transfer (EBT) cards 
 used by welfare recipients.
• A woman in Westmoreland County was 
 reportedly receiving welfare benefits 
 from two states at the same time.
• Customers at a convenience store were 
 reportedly buying illegal drugs with 
 welfare benefit cards.
• A woman who allegedly sold crack 
 cocaine out of the daycare facility 
 she operated accepted welfare cards as 
 payment for the cocaine and used the 
 cards to purchase her groceries.
 If you know of other instances of 
welfare fraud, report them to the Office 
of Inspector General by calling toll free at 
(877) 888-7927.

House Moves Forward On 
Welfare Reform Legislation

Several bills that would bring integrity and accountability in 
the state’s welfare system have been passed by the House.

After audits performed by Auditor General Jack Wagner 
revealed proven instances of waste, fraud and abuse within the 
Department of Public Welfare (DPW) resulting in the misuse of 
taxpayer dollars, House Republicans introduced several welfare 
reform measures.

The House has already voted to move forward six bills as 
part of the WelFAIR (Fairness, Accountability, Integrity and 
Responsibility) package:

• House Bill 1297 calls for drug testing for welfare recipients 
 with a criminal record of drug abuse.
• House Bill 960 would cross-reference welfare applications 
 through 19 different databases to confirm eligibility.
• House Bill 1312 would replace a current Department of Public 
 Welfare grant program with a new loan program.
• House Bill 1301 would provide enhanced accountability over 
 a welfare program that provides people with transportation 
 to and from doctor appointments.
• House Bill 1251 would strengthen legal penalties for those 
 who commit welfare fraud.
• House Bill 1261 would prevent welfare applicants from “benefit 
 shopping” in other counties by providing them with benefits 
 based on the county in which they permanently reside.
For the latest news on welfare reform, visit welfair.pahousegop.

com.

Lawmakers Re-Introduce Immigration Reform Package

I participated in a news conference with some of my colleagues in 
the House and Senate to unveil the National Security Begins at Home 
package of legislation to deter illegal immigration in Pennsylvania.  The 
package would turn off the spigot of government services and jobs that 
has been attracting illegal immigrants to the Commonwealth.

With the stated goal of restoring safety and 
security to Pennsylvania communities by curbing 
economic incentives for illegal immigrants, 
my colleagues and I re-introduce the National 
Security Begins at Home illegal immigration 
reform package.

Some of the bills in the package would:
• Give full authority to local and state law 
 enforcement to apprehend Pennsylvania’s 
 estimated 140,000 illegal aliens for 
 deportation.
• Require all Commonwealth employers and
 government entities to enroll in the federal 
 government’s free E-Verify program to confirm 
 Social Security numbers of prospective 
 employees.
• Target language in the 14th Amendment 
 of the U.S. Constitution granting automatic 
 U.S. citizenship to children of illegal 
 immigrants, known as “anchor babies.”
• Additional measures in the package would 
 create a third-degree felony offense for any 

 person engaging in  human trafficking; establish legal and economic sanctions against “sanctuary” cities; 
 terminate the professional license of any employer that knowingly hires an illegal alien; and eliminate 
 unemployment, welfare and all other non-medical emergency public benefits for illegal aliens. 
All of the bills are awaiting committee consideration.



PRSRT	STD
U.S.	POSTAGE

PAID
HARRISBURG,	PA
PERMIT	NO.	529

State	Representative

Jim	Cox 129th	Legislative	District

Toll-Free (866) 538-2938

Proposed Changes to the 
Prevailing Wage Law

The Pennsylvania Prevailing Wage Act was enacted in 1961 and 
covers all public construction, alteration, and repair projects that are 
estimated to cost more than $25,000.   The law requires that the 
“prevailing minimum wage” of a locality be paid to all workmen on such 
projects.

This provision can be very costly for local governments and school 
districts, so lawmakers in Harrisburg are looking at ways to change 
the existing law.  Below are a package of bills that are currently being 
considered.

• House Bill 709  would amend the Prevailing Wage Act to make 
 the law optional for school districts. 
• House Bill 1090 would amend the Prevailing Wage Act to state 
 that the act does not apply to private sector projects built in 
 Keystone Opportunity Zones. 
• House Bill 1271 would amend the Prevailing Wage Act to statutorily 
 counter-act two Commonwealth Court decisions (Borough of 
 Ebensburg v. Prevailing Wage Appeals Board, Borough of 
 Youngwood v. Pennsylvania Prevailing Wage Appeals Board) which 
 expanded Prevailing Wage Act coverage to road repair actions 
 that had traditionally been exempt from the act. 
• House Bill 1135 would amend the Prevailing Wage Act to state that 
 the act shall not apply between June 30, 2011 and before July 1, 
 2015.  
• House Bill 1191 would make the Prevailing Wage Act optional for 
 municipalities.
• House Bill 1277 would completely repeal the Prevailing Wage Act.
• House Bill 1367 would amend the Prevailing Wage Act 
 to require that the secretary of the Department of Labor and 
 Industry use occupational wage data as the basis for establishing 
 prevailing wage rates. The legislation also would require that 
 prevailing wage rates be established on a county-by-county basis.
• House Bill 1329 would increase threshold of the law from $25,000 
 to $185,000 to adjust for inflation since 1961. It also would 
 create an automatic cost-of-living adjustment for the threshold.  

House Passes 
Castle Doctrine

A measure to ensure law-abiding Pennsylvania 
citizens the right to defend themselves when faced 
with an imminent threat passed the House by a vote 
of 164-37.

House Bill 40, the Castle Doctrine, would create 
a presumption that someone who forcefully enters a 
residence or vehicle has the intent to cause bodily 
harm, and therefore would permit law-abiding 
citizens to use force, even deadly force, to defend 
themselves in their home, vehicle, workplace or 
anywhere they have a legal right to be.

Current statute requires a duty to retreat first in 
the face of imminent bodily harm.

Some exceptions to the new presumption would 
not permit someone to use force if the person 
entering the home or vehicle was another resident 
of the home, a law enforcement officer, or a parent, 
grandparent or other guardian removing a child 
from the residence or automobile.  The presumption 

would also not apply 
if a person was using 
their home or vehicle 
to engage in or further 
criminal activity.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
House Bill 40 would 
offer criminal and civil 
liability protection for 
the lawful use of force 
in self-defense.

The bill now goes 
to the Senate for 
consideration.
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